ADOPTED - FEBRUARY 8, 2022

AGENDA ITEM NO. 18

Introduced by the Law & Courts Committee of the:

INGHAM COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

RESOLUTION SUPPORTING MICHIGAN HOUSE BILLS 4703 AND 4704 TO AMEND CHAPTER IX OF THE MICHIGAN PENAL CODE

RESOLUTION #22 – 062

WHEREAS, Chapter IX of the Michigan Penal Code covers sections of animal law pertaining to animal cruelty and the disposition of animals which are seized for an alleged violation involving animal abuse or neglect; and

WHEREAS, House Bills 4703 and 4704 would amend section 50 of the code to allow for the following key points:

· Allow the court to order the defendant to pay restitution including the cost of the investigation of the violation, the cost of the prosecution, and the costs of the seizure care, housing, veterinary medical care and disposition of the animal victim.

· Require that an animal that has been a victim of a violation of either sections 50 or 50b and that was confiscated by a law enforcement officer not be returned to the owner or possessor of the animal if the owner or possessor are alleged to have committed a violation.

· Allow the accused an opportunity to request a hearing within 14 days after the date of the seizure to determine if the requirement to post a security deposit or bond is justified. 

· Require the animal control agency having custody of the seized animal to hold the animal(s) for 14 consecutive days (including weekends and holidays). At the conclusion of this period, if the owner or possessor has not posted a security deposit or bond or requested a hearing, the owner or possessor forfeits possession of the animal; and

WHEREAS, House Bills 4703 and 4704 would defray expenses that animal control agencies currently experience by allowing the recovery of costs from defendants for the seizure and disposition of animal victims. 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Ingham County Board of Commissioners hereby supports House Bills 4703 and 4704 and urges the Michigan Senate to pass the bills.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the County Clerk shall send copies of this resolution to the Governor of the State of Michigan, the Majority Leader for the Michigan Senate, the Speaker of the Michigan House of Representatives, Senator Douglas Wozniak, and Ingham County’s State Legislative delegation for their consideration and action.

LAW & COURTS:  Yeas:  Slaughter, Polsdofer, Celentino, Trubac, Cahill, Schafer, Maiville

          Nays:  None     Absent:  None     Approved  01/27/2022
